PITHRUVEDI 
ST.JOSEPH’S DAY AND
FATHER’S DAY CELEBRATION 

On 19th March the Catholic Church celebrates the feast of St.Joseph, the earthly guardian of Virgin Mary and the foster father of infant Jesus Christ. 19th of March fell on a week day; being Thursday the celebration was postponed to the immediate Sunday the 22nd March. St. Joseph is patron saint of workers; he is also the patron saint of Pithruvedi. The parish unit of St. Joseph’s was also celebrating their patron’s day on 22nd March, which became happy occasion to most of the parishioners.

Pithruvedi committee members, St. Joseph unit members, sisters and other prominent members of the parish were the early birds for the occasion. They were all busy with organizing, monitoring and implementing the program for the day. While the food committee members were packing the nercha -unniappams and dal wada, the sisters were preparing the offerings and others monitored the progress to catch up with time schedule. 

At 08.45 a.m. the celebrant of the mass was ready at the altar. Pithruvedi office bearers were ready forming a line marched slowly from the centre aisle to the altar. In their hands were the offering items like flowers, candle, file, house, fruits etc; at the time of handing over the offering to the priest, the necessary announcements were made by the trustee Mr.Tome, indicating significance of each item offered. Meanwhile each married male member was given a candle to be lit later during the function.  

During the sermon, it was Rev.Sr. Clereena, animator of the Pithruvedi addressed the gathering. In her lengthy and informative speech, she narrated the importance of St. Joseph in the hierarchy of saints. He was a law abiding pucca Jew and a just man apart from a thoughtful and silent person. When he was confronted with the knowledge of his virgin wife pregnant, it made him pensive and decided to abandon his wife silently without going for revengeful divorce. But the timely good news brought by the angel clarifying the immaculate conception by Mary changed his mind and made him to be the guardian of the Holy family. Traditionally St. Joseph is a custodian of abundant gifts and whoever approaches him sincerely with prayer will benefit out of his charity. Sr. Clereena personally witnessed by narrating an incident happened in her life by the intermediation of the saint. The faithful parishioners were moved by her devoted oration. 

When the mass was over,Fr.Kuriakose, the celebrant blessed all the elder most parishioners. They were all made to sit in the second pew from the altar extending them due respect and recognition. Two of the elders were not in a comfortable position to sit through the long service and ensuing celebration. But one could see the happiness shining from their eyes and smiles they shared amongst the parishioners. Amidst continuous applause from the parishioners, a yellow rose, with a long stem and several leaves and occasional thorns were handed over to each senior citizen by the secretary of Pithruvedi.The extended rose can be a reflection of individual life going through conflicts, convictions, sufferings and happy tidings. The ambience was cheerful and the time and trouble taken was meaningfully well spent. 

Pithruvedi members were then stood up upholding the lit candle in their right hand to take the pledge as a renewal of their oath words recited by Sr. Clereena which was repeated by each member. Blessing and sprinkling of the holy water by Fr.Kuriakose ended the ceremony of oath taking when the candles were blown off. The members felt cheerful and became enthusiastic. 

The nercha packets were distributed among the parishioners; as well as the prayer card depicting infant Jesus and St. Joseph marking the happy feast occasion. 

Felicitation of the elders then followed. The elders were led to the breakfast table duly arranged for the occasion. Appams, stew and tea were served to the elders marking conclusion of the felicitation of the elderly parishioners above the age of seventy years.
To those who cannot have carbo rich appams were served slices of bread. The interaction, chit chat, cooperation and amiable environments emerged on the festive board was an indicator to the successful conclusion of the festivities. 

During March, when the novena prayers are afoot in the name St.Joseph every night, it was obligatory to invite one family, identical to holy family of three for a meal. The poorest and deserving members were chosen for the purpose; occasionally hey were also given clothes to wear proclaiming silently the donor’s charity during the month of the saint. That was a long tradition in Catholic families in the rural Kerala of those bygone days. I suddenly recollected the tradition when facing the elders on the breakfast table. There is a saying in Malayalam “pour out the water to the roots, so that they sprout at the top end”. Respecting and taking care of elders is itself will bring the fortune to you in time. To create a society which respects values and shares love and compassion among the members is also one of the objectives of Pithruvedi. We are a part of society and are endeavouring to play our part now and in the future to mitigate the difficulties and afflictions encountered by those in turmoil. 
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