ONAM CELEBRATION REVIEW
The Sunday 21st, September 2008, too many parishioners were a day of happy surprise. The entrance to the church and the hall was a colorful display of aesthetically and tastefully worked out pookkalams as a part of the onam celebrations. A month long planning leading to two hours toil on the floor by 10 teams participating in the competition on the Saturday 20thfrom the evening 7.45till 10.30 culminated in the geometrically and thematically executed flower sites. With assorted members from various units, it was team spirit and unity in approach and execution. That was a great achievement, dear parishioners. 
A selected and organized team to take care of each aspect of the celebration process was evidently active on the day. The food committee toiled on Saturday to fetch the provisions, groceries and vegetables including plantain leaves and banana bunches. Giant sized cooking vessels, utensils were readied on Saturday itself to use them in the morning itself. Coconuts from Kerala were specially brought, for adding the milk to retain the traditional taste of ada payasam .Peeling the onion skins, ginger, scraping the coconuts, sizing and cutting the different kinds of vegetables by the parishioners was a treat to the wandering eyes searching for excitement in event management execution. To the thirsty there was tea and coconut water, to the hungry there was poha, a flat baked rice preparation as many have missed their Sunday breakfast at home. By one o’clock in the afternoon a sample lunch was ready to be served to those partaking in the process as well as mother’s group competing in their annual zonal cultural competition and the attendants/hired labour. Cooking for the sadhya continued in the expert hands of professional cooks The aroma and flavors of various items started filling in the air, a real onam atmosphere, as they say, “Without Mahabali, there is no onam; and what onam without proper sadhya is?” The food was ready by 5.00p.m.with all the 10 items from puli inchi to ada payasam.  
Immediately after the evening mass, at 7.45 p.m. the onam celebration program was unrolled. Two melodious songs were rendered by the parish choir team, which had earlier participated in the Sunny Choir Music Competition. The songs were rendered from front of the altar with 40membrs standing in two rows of disciplined music. It was soothening to the ears and very appealing to the parishioners who had missed the event at Mulund. Competition.  
Merlyn, a young vivacious girl, the youth Active 8 was on the stage to co-ordinate the emerging programs. Mr. E.P.Francis, President of Pitruvedi welcomed the parishioners and the Mahabali for the function. 
Mahabali arrived in a an open air vehicle Jeep, escorted by two black cats wielding guns in their hands as a security measure to safeguard his journey. Upon reaching the stage, he wished his subject. Merlyn read out the importance and meaning of onam festival celebration. She also interviewed Mahabali. Meanwhile Mahabali distributed the prizes and trophy to the winners of Pookkalams matsaram according to the announcement made by Mr. John Kurien, V.P.of Pithruvedi. 
The youth rendered a traditional song for the occasion. A few tigers who came on the stage danced to the percussion music. A few soldiers in their green outfits were strolling on the stage as a mark of respect to the dignitary.  Mahabali, being a busy body, he left the stage to catch the next flight to Dubai, where he is required to attend a similar function. Mahabali was trim and young; he appears to have forgotten to carry his usual palm leaf umbrella .It is feared, the customs at the airport may not allow such a canopy to be carried in the flight.

As the tables and chairs set for the sadhya, the team began to spread the items on the plantain leaves. Eldest parishioners were served first as a mark of respect to the elderly in the parish. They were really happy for having extended such a facility. The aroma was thick in the air. With 130seats in one pandhi (lot), it took more than 20 minutes for the lot to finish the serving. Only the payasam was served separately in a container, other items were on the leaf to uphold the tradition. 

The entertainment for the occasion was provided by Mr. Daji Thomas by screening the onam scenes, comedy clips, kitchen scenes of preparation and dance, drama program of mothers group earlier recorded. The crowd enjoyed the fun mela on the screen. 

The youth were announcing the results of lucky draw for the coupons they sold in between. May be to meet the expenses covering the Mahabali show. 
As serving of sadhya continued, there were five pandhis and more than 600people enjoyed the food. While there was impatience for the delay in serving, it was the process time to accommodate the crowd where some had to wait when they gave way to others. The rainless and starry night with cool breeze was a real blessing from above for the perfect conclusion of the celebration. 
Mr. Jose Chemmassery extended vote of thanks on the occasion to all 

